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LIFE STORY OF AMERICAYS GREAT MILITARY GENIUS

\{/ '
II, # \ ‘
f:: ,_ A
v 7

United States passed a special act creating a new commission Ia the army hecnuse
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A wiid wind is tossing the branches of the naked rrees. Sieet and ball, untll the
alr 1 thlok with (hem, are whipping through the atmosphers, Everything is Dleak-
ness nnd desalatlon, Not a sign of life snywhere until there comes the dull sash of
A lantern. Tta flame bBirns tow ahd frs light eng bardly be distiogulshed. Little more
than n blurred blot of yellow the réflection appedrs, a= it moves unsteadily from one
polnt fn the darkness to another. Simpltancongly a volee, almost drowned by the
fleros whistling of the elements and the groaning of the trees, sends the bmil:

“amreade!  HI, hol  Rellef!™

No snawer. The volee comes aguin:

“(omrade! HI, ho! Rellef!”

At thls second shout & dodr ip the blackgess lg thrown open and a ruddy worm
glow bursts out iito the night. Fraoed by the light stands n rogged, grim, heardad
I-!ll|dlf‘rl_\-' figure ¢lad in the blpe unlform of the Geand Army ‘of. the Republle. The
geay hair and besrd atream back before the fierce gale, but the old man seems not
to mind It In the feast. Tw ralses bis hand to shade his eyes; strivins valuly to see
ont igte the dirknest

U wremiende! HI, Bal Tellef

frhix time the ery Iz cloze, dislinet and cheery. The listener’'s face lghts up, and
In a.vo'ee that woitld have wakened the echoea If the glements were not 8o ¢inmor-
ous. he rolls ont the 2o e

“HL, ho! Comrade; walrome™

The little fovk of vellow from the lantern had been drowned out some Moments
before by the sirotiger glare from 1he doorwar, without, however, revealing the
bearer of the lanterii to sight. At thls moment, however; he strode into the vircle of
Mamination, battling valoronsly against the stormd that thretacnsd fulely to.sweep
bim off bls feet. The hall came lke lisheos, The blaxt of the wind was almost lrre-
slatible at this exposed spot; 1t seemed almost ns if pothing dopld live under the
reementoos assanlt of the storm, yet the neweoner, lke the man who was In the
doorwny, seemed ns cheery and eontented as though he were out for u promensde on
a Springanorning. nsteda of fighting his way ‘Ineh by loch against the clements. A
few steps more, o fnul stroggle and the door was reachod. The wild wepther was
ghut ont, and the man with the lantern was sougly seated beslde a stove that
threw ont a generoug warmth,

They mads & fine couple, the newcomer and the grizzled old chap who welcomed
him, ‘They might bave Dheen brothers, twins, so much were they alike [n person
and dress. They wers brothers in fact, brothers In arms, They had fought slle by
glde for five long years through the biteerest war-of modern: times, and now they
were here s guard of honor in the same of the-Grand Army of the Repuhl.l‘ to watch
by the last reating place of Grant, the lllustrions General, whom they had followed
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the natlon did not deem the grades then |n existence exalted snough for the man who
was universaily balled as the dellverer of hig country,

No more remarkable and striking econtrast 1s provided In blstory.

Yot no mnn who will study Grant carefully will gay that hls rlse was In any
measure doe to accldent. He made his opportunities. Ttue, the war eame (o help
him to fome, bat there were & milifon other men to whom the chanec came also.
Thoogauds of these had better opportunities to make a reputation than Grant had,
yet ther were either never heard of or failed miserably.

From his boyhood Grant had .qualliles that marked him for success, He disliked
work, g8 he himself haos sald In his “Memolrs," yet he mever shilrked the tasks Im-
poged on hlm by hi= father. Ajp the nge of seven he hegian to Inbor. Ils famlly—
goodl Ameriean stock rooning back severdl hundred years—had settled in Ollo.  His
futher, Jesse R, Grant, owned n tannery sand farmed o conslderable tract of land at

. Polnt Plemsant, Clermont County, Ohlo, Hilram Ulysees, ns Genernl Girant was eldrs-

tened, was born on April 27, 1822, He was sent to school very early and kept there
steadily, thon@h he was made to do his share of work aficr achool hours, both in
the tannery and on the farm. At seven he used to haul all the famlly supply of
wood.

At seventeen Geant was appolnted fo West Polnt at the request of hig father,
who was & man of conslderable Influence In his locallty. The father bad mot ad-
vised Ulysses of his Imtention to apply for the appaintment, and the first thing the
future Genernl of all the armles knew of the disposition that was to be made of him
was when his father sald to him one day:

“Tlysses, I belleyve you ure golug to recelve the appointment.'

‘“What appoiniment?* inguired the Iad

"*To West Folnt; T have applied fop It

Geant dld not want to go to West Polut for the reason that he did not belleve he
would be able to pass the necesdnry examinntions, Without expluining his objection
he told his father that he would not go.

“0Oh, I think you wilL'" remiarked the elder Grant quietly, whereupon Ulyses
thought so, too, for while s futher hod never punished bim In any wiy bhe riled
with n very steady haud:. To his surpeise; Ulykses foumd uo trauble ot all In' pagsing
thie West Poltit examinntions. The life dld not sult him at all.. He wanted to be
hack itt Point Pladsant. He had no Uklng for soldiering. This dlatnste remained swith
hitn to the last. He was hipplest In hid ofvil ¢hpacity, Bloodshed was distasteful to
him. It is relnted of him by un eyewitness that on one oceaslon when his headquar-
ters Hnd to be taken as a hospital he preferred to spend the night wanderlng about
In the riin rather than remaln Ioslde, where he would have been forced to witness
the wark of the surgeons with thelr ampntations and problngs.

i through Shiloh and the Wilderneas.
r‘_f Nothing more dramatic than this watch of the veterans at the temb of thels Yet he was Instinetlvely a soldler, desplte hls distaste. And he was a total
commander has ever been seen In the world. stranger to fear. Generdl Horace Porter, who went through the war with Gmnt,
F serving far g long tlme on his staff, declared recently that with only one exception
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Giepst had ‘been Iald to rest on Ang. B of this year, 1885, The monnd on ¥iver
side Driye and 1234 gireef, whore th temeporary tomb had been bullf, s the most
heantifol sgot in New York when the gun slines fud the ale s warm. But now [t was
Inte in Daceuiber. Ths cuttlng windas had long ngo ktripped the fress, The royal
Hudon tolling at the=foot of thé hill was gray and angry, with lée-cakes tossing on
it= Dosom, The wenther had beéen bitter for weeks: No man unless forced by elrotm.
Atanves wonld of hls own aceord hava ventured to thls hlgh, exposed apot where the
wind gwept without reslstance, no man but these vefsrans. They came willingly and
glndly, delighted at the opportunity to do honor to the man who bud led them, who
bad aaved the ¢ountry from disunion. b 1

Momning and evening. noon and night the watell was kept up. The ol soldlers
aegisctin]l their busloess and thelr homes for this service,

Beslides the General's gruve a smell sentry louss was erscted as shelter to the
Grand Army nien who had undertaken the task of glving thelr dend Genernl a guard:
of hanor. Here they reported In telef watches for severml years until more of
:hﬁ. men in thiz seetlon. who belong to the Grand Army bad done the sentey duty of
ove.

No other pehple in the histur‘y of the world have sver so hoboriyl one of thelr
number. OGuurds of honor have Leen statlgned for long terms At the geivos of the
iMustrions dedd In fureigh lands. Bot with them the guard duty was performed bf
soldlers nnd others pald for the servies, f

With drant the hobor was the spontancons and velunfary offering of men who
Bad been inustered out of the nrmy by him after the grand review st Washington,

Iv later years the Olty of New York hns taken from  the shoulders of the vet-
frans the honor of guanting their dead teore.  Twi members of the Turk polloe
were stutionad at the tomb dagy und night' When the body I8 removid op the day
nfter to-morrew to Its fnal resting plice In the Beautifu) strocture eroeted by 8 grate

v tal comzmunity to the natlon's savior, this guard of hotior will be continned. It I8 to
be maintilned for afl Alme while (he memory 6f Grant's splendid serelee onidires,

As » Parthier mark of botior there wil be kept fiying from s great stoel fagstafr

nt the tamb the largest Ameflenn flag ever woven, Tt was specinlly made for -the
purpose, and =il he ron up for the Mirst fime on ‘Tuesdny after the eeremonies at-
tending fhe tmanafer of the tomb to the elty anthorities fhave been ecompleted,

Thenceforth it will be kept fiying wt all lmes anid In all wedthess ontdl the winds

whip It 1o pleces.  Aw fowt gz doe flng wears out another will be substituted
Such homage as this to the memory of the dead stands tnique in the history of
this natlon, as anlque ds the elifiracter of the great man fo whotn the homage & pald.
Nothltig better Indlcates bow great Grant really wits than the demonsitation ar
manged ln Ws honor for next Tuesdnr. 1t §s twelve Foars sinee be dled,  Most men,
no ptter what thelr serviees. ore forgotten in much less time than this. Grang's
lngt yoors were clouded with the most distrossing finanelal troubles. His enemlos—
and be hed many, a5 all strong men hiave—osed his money fMenlties o att endeavor
i wmirch his good name. His politleal ‘opponents dragged him thpongh the dost of
o degen geandale Yot out of §t 4l the fgere of the soldier and the statesman gomes
t.‘"d"-r more glovious thin ever, Twelve soars of cnlm, critlea! study of Lis life has
seryed to confiviy and strengthen the judgment of the people who beheld in this
Eplendid persouniity the greatest militnry hero of the world.
Thete 18 mnch that |s dassling fn Grant's cnresr, Everything In It ls Inspleing.
wset by such difflenities ns o militiry gonins aver kuew: viiiied when he - Had
nod. wothing bot pralse; hampesed by the petty fenlousy of ‘most of hls superfors
smnk: made the foottulll of polltlesl intrlgues nt a tlme when the sery existence
e nition bung by u thread, Grant yet rose from obscurity fo the supreme eoms
of um army of more than 8 millen men within four years: In June, 1801, he

c.Tlerk-'_ln'_q. Ieather store at Galena, I, ‘In JJuly: 1886, the Congress of the
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Grant was the oaly muan In the army, &0 tar a8 Gepernl Porter knew, who exposil
himgelf with absoluie audéoncern ty the fre of the enemy.  Bullets wmlelf bé coming
in a perfect hall from cannon gad musket, bnt Grant wonld pay oot the sligbtest ol
tentfon to the danger. Whon every other man - fo-  his | vielnity was

Seeking the bost obtalnable shelter for n fusillude Graet swonld remain enimly ont
in"the open, writing ordictating orders or doing whitever be had In hond.

Phe Genern! himselt did not seem to bé dware of tils repmeknble shitnee of fear
on hig part. On ote opcaston duelng the Wilderness campalgn, while e wias sitflng
tn front of headquarters surronnded by his staff, a shell was seen soaring throngh the
alr, Tt was evident that It muost strike In the midst of the grodp; and:there was @
wild govamble fof safety on the part of every opne except the commasder. He re-
muined seated where he was, and when the shell strick and borst, and the ploces
blew all sbout him he dida't even duck.

From the very outset of - his career he was an intrepld leader. Not long after
his graduation, and while he beld the rank of second leutennnt, the Mexlean war
hroke out. At Monterey he was left In chiarge of the stores @s acting quartermas-
ter, but “curlosity,” #s be wrote afterwaril. with his asusl modesty, gof the bet-
ter of him, and he left hls stores to go out and fight. The egemy wis defendlog
“Rinck Fort," and the American troops were ordered to storm It Grant, thongh he
lnid no businoss there nt all, chnrged with hig eegiment, thé Foprth Infantry. He
wig the aily person In the charge who wns monnted, jnd, of course, made a fine mark
for the efiems's bullets. The five was hnnihilnting, and I the spaee of o fow min-
wtes fully one-third of the men engaged In the dharge were elther killed ‘or wounnd-
od. A retrest was ordered, nnd, thongh Giint was on hordeback, nnd might
ensily havoe led the retreat, ms he had led the charge, he hrought up the rear.

Thiy was bis drst wetunl Aghting, practicdlly the fiest time he bad smelled smoke
In real battle, hut he went thegngh It with the coolness and vim of o yateran, Al
throngh the Mexlean war he displayed a simblng courage and resdinoss, always with-
out belng at all prominent or obirisive. He fonght In every battle of consequence
in the Mexlenn campnign, and was nromoted fo,a frst Hentedauey for hravery,

After the war with the Mexlenns was over Gratt minrried Miss Jolin Dent, of St
Loule, on Angust 32, 1848, He was promoted to a captainey, but reslgned his com-
mleston on July 81, beepuse he did pot feel that be conld suppart his family in Call-
fornls, where he was statloped 0n ormy pay. He treled farming; nnd the real estale
business In St Louls. bot belng without sapltal Jue was compelled to give up after
n struggle of six yenrs. In May, 1800, he vemovel with Wig wife and 1?bilﬂrm\1 to Gine
lenn, to gerve asx clerk fn # leather and hardware store condncted there by his
father. His suliry was only $800 n year, and ont of this he had to snpport hig family.
At thlﬂ'r-elght hig life secmed no vompletp failure, { ;

Then came the war, and Geant tricd for reappointment in the army by the United
States authorities, He falled, but Inrgely through accldent secorod ‘the (Jaltmelc{ of
the Twenty-first Reglment of Hlinols Volutitests. He sttracted the attentlon of Con-
gressman Washburn, of THinols, and through the latter obtalied the gppointment of

Brigadier-Gengral on Abgnsg 7, 1561 : ;
TFrom thur tlme forward his progress begun. Fle toak the affensive frowi the

Cwtnrt. In the Orst battlo that be fought he fad & horse shot undes him, and routed the

Confederates, Sucecss followed success, dutil be wns made Generalof all the armles in

the field, desplie the wirspnllers and pollties] jntrigners.
8o great was his populority that His nominatlon to the Presidency In 1868 came as

" & matter of course. An incldent at hls Inapguration ¥ Washington bringe out the

fing domesticity of his character,, While he wis belng 8Warn In his ds ughter Nellle,
then a bright little gith of tweive or thirteen, and hls p*6 ran op to bim -smi..toot his

. band, He pesmitted her to kesp It during the entire cond® sy
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